(Pp. xviii+96. 30s.) Springfield, Ill;: Charles C Thomas. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1959. In the U.S.A. there are said to be five million alcoholics and the disorder is said to cost the community some $736 million annually. In an effort to study the problem further, the Social Science Institute of Washington University, St. Louis, Mo., has co-operated with medical men. This book sums up briefly what is known about alcoholism from the standpoint of experts in different disciplines. Professor Jackson Smith discusses the psychiatric approach and how the alcoholic canbe treated at an earlier stage. Professor Ebbe Hoff deals with the metabolism of alcohol in the normal and in the alcoholic. Professor Snyder, of Yale, indicates some interesting exceptions to the rule that the amount of alcoholism is proportional to the amount of alcohol consumed in a community. Emphasis is on what is not known rather than what is known, and pointers are given to the most promising lines of research that might be undertaken. This is a small but useful contribution to a public health problem, and is indispensable to any group contemplating a research project on the subject. The Roots of Crime. Vol. 2 of Selected Papers on Psycho-Analysis. By Edward Glover, M.D., LL.D. (Pp. xiii +422. 45s.) London: Imago Publishing Company Ltd. 1960. "I do not conceal my view that the most fundamental approach to crime, pathological or otherwise, is that of psychoanalysis." Thus, in the preface to his book, does Dr. Edward Glover make his position clear, though his abundant writings and personal distinction have made it clear already. To restrict further the elect few who may examine and report on the delinquent, Dr. Glover says at p. 363: "It is absurd to think that a general training in psychiatry ... enables anyone to speak with authority on a complex problem . . ."-referring to criminals. Perhaps only a few will agree that the psychiatric study of delinquency is beset by so many difficulties that it should be entitled "to be regarded in the strict sense of the term as a 'specialty' in its own right". This is a thoroughly modern and yet a comprehensive volume, including an essay written in 1922, and yet making reference to the Wolfenden Report and the Bill (now an Act) dealing with street offences. It is written with the clarity and felicitous syntax associated with Dr. Glover's name, and to the psychoanalyst it will be a treasured record of his thought over a period of nearly forty years. It is indeed interesting that th 1922 essay reads as if it had been written yesterday.
At the same time, for one who is not a psychoanalyst this book is not so much a treasure as another obstacle to be demolished in the process of constraining acceptance of psychiatry by colleagues, by magistrates and the world at large. Dr. Glover could never be accused of muddled thinking, but perhaps his deep-rooted and sincere beliefs have adversely influenced his judgment. Why for instance (p. 267) should it be regarded as an instance of "ambivalence of the State" that a first offender should be warned and helped, while an incorrigible one is punished? This change of attitude in the light of experience is usual in the family, in the schoolroom and in the office, and is -surely not confined to the Courts. Again (p. 15), "The factor of unconscious symbolism in theft arouses considerable scepticism amongst lay readers". Indeed it does, and not only among lay readers. Your reviewer was recently burgled, and symbolism of any sort appears to have played very little part in the burglar's selection. With a simplicity that psychoanalysts do not always follow, he settled for such few objects as appeared to be of value! For one whose mind is not yet made up in the matter of the role psychoanalysis has to play in treatingcriminals, it would be difficult to find a clearer exposition of existing thought than this. The index is full, the presentation agreeable and the price, by modern standards, is reasonable. 1960. The appearance of a tenth edition of this little manual is sufficient tribute to its usefulness. As it is ten years since the ninth edition appeared, the advances in treatment which have been made in that period have necessitated almost complete re-writing and a number of additions. Whilst the necessity for some selection of material in a "synopsis" is obvious, the reasons for omitting any mention of such important fevers as influenza and undulant fever are not clear. Differential diagnosis is, moreover, dealt with rather cursorily in many cases.
The section on antibiotics is well done, but some general statement as to the aims of antibiotic treatment would have been helpful. Advice as to the dangers of over-dosage and also the importance of being prepared for severe anaphylactic reactions might have been more emphatic.
In the final short chapter on the control of
